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WHEATSTONE LNG PROJECT — STATE AGREEMENT 
MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT’S COMMENTS 

610. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the comments made by the Minister for Regional Development about the Premier’s decision to allow 
Chevron to not build workers’ accommodation in Onslow that — 

I think the Premier has got it wrong … he seems to be captured by the resource company in this case. 

(1) Is the Minister for Regional Development correct in saying that the Premier has been captured by 
a resource company? 

(2) Why did he not consult the Minister for Regional Development before overturning this section of a state 
agreement? 

The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, I call you for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) That is not what the Leader of the National Party said. Any suggestion that I am captured by Chevron or 

anyone else is mildly offensive to me, but seriously offence to Chevron and to the confidence of 
international investment in our state. It is the sort of comment that we have had a lot of this week—that 
is, irresponsible and ill-thought-out. 

Mr M. McGowan: I didn’t make it—he did! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition has raised it. It is not what the Leader of the National Party 
said. The Leader of the Opposition raised it here. He should not stare up at the media, because they are not 
listening to him today. 

I deal with issues on merit—always have and always will. In its original plans, Chevron proposed to locate its fly 
in, fly workforce in Onslow. As the project developed and went through construction—it is about 40 per cent 
built and still has thousands of workers on-site—Chevron determined that its fly in, fly out workforce will be 
greater. The original request was that Chevron retains its construction accommodation at the site, and use that 
subsequently for fly in, fly out workers. The reason for that obviously is better economics for Chevron in terms 
of its workforce, but, more importantly, it is better for the welfare of its workers. I think that would be the view 
of workers and their union representatives. As I said previously in debate, fly in, fly out workers travel to the 
Pilbara—there are 60 000 or so fly in, fly out workers around the state—to work, to work hard and to make good 
money. The thought of staying in temporary worker accommodation in Onslow and having a 45-minute to  
one-hour drive before and after a shift is hardly good for safety — 

Mr M. McGowan: What’s the distance? 

The SPEAKER: I will give the Leader of the Opposition a supplementary question. This is not helping. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have done that drive on several occasions and it takes about 45 minutes. 

Mr M. McGowan: Was that on the new road? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, why would — 

Mr M. McGowan: You don’t even know. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Grow up! 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: From the company’s point of view, it will be more effective. From the workers’ point of 
view, it will be a lot easier in terms on their lifestyle and stress levels. Most of them work physically hard jobs in 
an extremely harsh climate with high temperatures and the like. They work long days. They are there to work 
and to earn a high income. They do interesting and challenging work. The nature of the work with which they 
are involved appeals to a lot of people. I agree with Chevron that it is a better solution; therefore, I approved it 
retaining its construction camp.  

Mr M. McGowan: Why didn’t you consult the Minister for Regional Development? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is a complete waste of time. I thought the Leader of the Opposition asked a serious 
question. 

Mr M. McGowan: That is not the question I asked. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am trying to answer it. The Leader of the Opposition should stop his rude and babyish 
interruptions. 
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I think it makes good sense. I think the Leader of the Opposition would find—I have not spoken to them—that if 
he spoke with the unions and workers concerned, they would prefer to have their accommodation at the site 
rather than spending the best part of an hour at the beginning of, and after, their shift travelling. After working in 
particularly hot conditions, they might want to have a bit of recreation time, a good meal and a good night’s 
sleep before getting up and starting the next day’s work. They do not want those extra two hours built on. I think 
it is best for road safety and for the welfare of the workers—an issue we have been discussing this week. I think 
it is the right decision. 

This has been going on for months. The first approaches to government by Chevron were back in February this 
year. This issue has not just popped up. Indeed, it has been discussed within government. I respect that the 
National Party has a different view. I know the member for North West Central — 

Mr M.P. Murray: They weren’t included in the discussions. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am the minister. It has been around government for six months. It is nothing new. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is nothing new; it is well known. I think it is the right decision. The National Party 
has a different position—that is fine. Our arrangement in government specifically allows for that. It is interesting 
that the member for Collie–Preston interjected. Which minister from which government had the courage to close 
underground coalmining? Does the member remember that? The member came to me and pointed out the 
dangers of underground coalmining and its effect on workers’ health. It was difficult for him as a local member, 
but this government acted. 
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